
Grace to you and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord and savior, Jesus Christ! 

 I believe I cannot by my own understanding 
or  effort believe in Jesus Christ my Lord or 
come to him. When we take the time to pause 
on Luther’s opening line to his explanation of 
the third article of the Apostle’s Creed, it  
causes us to notice a few things. The first 
thing we might notice is how uncomfortable 
this makes us feel. It is contrary to everything 
we hear and learn about applying ourselves, 

asserting our wills, and actualize our   potential as human beings. While 
we all have individual talents that we make efforts cultivate and we each 
have specifical callings in life that require the gaining of knowledge and 
understanding, belief in Jesus Christ, the Christian faith, is not one of 
those things. Just think how contrary this is popular American theology 
that teaches belief in Jesus Christ is “my personal acceptance” or “my 
personal commitment.”  In fact, belief in Jesus Christ is not my work at 
all, but “This is the work of God that you believe in him whom he has 
sent” (John 6:29). 

 This second thing we may notice is that the Holy Spirit is not 
looking for the cooperation of the human will to create belief. The      
reality is the default position of the human will is unbelief and rebellion 
against God. The climax of this rebellion is on display nowhere more 
than our crucifixion of Jesus Christ. The confession that belief in Christ 
is the work of the Holy Spirit alone is simultaneously a confession 
against our will when it comes to God and our salvation. Many of us confess this truth weekly in the 
Brief Order and Confession, “We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.” 
And yet, despite our rebellion which led to the crucifixion of the Son of God and our delusions that we 
have some part to play in our  redemption, God has found a way to reconcile us to himself all by     
himself. Despite our presumption of righteousness, Christ has mercy on us, announcing the forgiveness 
of our sin which is our life and salvation.  

 And lastly, our ears notice what a great promise the new creature is given in the explanation to 
the third article of the Creed. What once is heard as an uncomfortable, even threatening, word to the 
old Adam and Eve in us—that there are limits to our efforts and understandings, most specifically to 
believe in Jesus Christ my Lord and come to him—has become pure gospel. It is not me accepting, 
committing, or coming to Jesus Christ, but it is the Holy Spirit who has called me through the gospel, 
enlightened me with his gifts, and sanctified and kept me in true faith. Thanks be to God! This is most 
certainly true! ~ Rev. Dr. Marney Fritts 
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 Council Highlights:   By Carol Ann Buelow Secretary, NW District LCMC 

The NW District Council met in Kalispell, MT on July 14th, 2024. Here are the highlights of the 
meeting: 

• All council members received prayer assignments based upon geographic clusters. 
• Member congregations are encouraged to utilize scholarship funds available for attendance at the   

National Gathering in Marion, Iowa (Sept. 29 – Oct. 2).  
• The NW District will host a hospitality room at the Hampton Inn during the National Gathering. 
• Exploring online payment and event registration capabilities utilizing the Tithe.ly platform.  
• The chaplaincy bylaw change has been unanimously approved by district members.   
• Approved resolution outlining the governance framework for the Youth Impact Sub-Committee   
• Reviewed and approved the Youth Impact registration forms and the contract with Shoshone Mountain 

Retreat in Wallace, ID. 
• The District Coordinators are seeking congregations that successfully completed the Call Process using 

the LCMC Call Packet and are willing to serve as references to calling congregations. 
• The theme for the Annual Gathering in Medicine Hat, Alberta will be “What’s the Story?” 
• Julie Smith, LCMC Coordinator for Districts and Fellowships, has challenged board members to have a 

joint worship service, gathering and picnic for each NW geographic cluster.  

_________________________________________________________________   

ORDAINED!! Congratulations to Pastor Travis Powers who was ordained on June 14th at 
Christ Lutheran Church in Odessa, WA. Your ordination marks a beautiful chapter in your spiritual 
journey. May your  shining light never 
falter. May your ministry bring         
immeasurable blessings to you and to 
all you serve!    

           

Pictured with Pr. Travis Powers from 
left to right are:                                     

Pr. Ken Waag, Pr. Julie Smith,             

Pr. Donna Zipp, Pr. Carol Ann Buelow, 

Rev. Timothy Swenson &                    
Pr. Mark Koonz 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Travis Powers with his family 
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Greetings LCMC Family!  

My name is Eric Lundberg and I am the Lead Pastor at Living Word in Graham, Washington. I am taking 
this opportunity to inform and invite you to our Northwest District youth retreat we named: IMPACT.  This 
is a great opportunity to invest in the discipleship and community of the teenagers in our district.  

This retreat will be equal parts discipleship, worship, and fun. We strongly encourage you to discuss this 
with the families in your church community and present this opportunity to them.   

I feel we have a massive responsibility to our youth to invest in their spiritual development and retreats like 
this will leave a lasting impression on them. The culture is doing all they can to detour our youth from 
Gods plan and purpose for their lives and put as many wedges between them and the Lord as possible. I 
believe we are in an urgent season with our youth and must support them in any way we can.  

The Holy Spirit is alive in youth around the world and My prayer is we will see a move of God in and 
through the youth of LCMC.  

Blessings and peace, Eric Lundberg  

Living Word, Senior Pastor 253-370-4651 
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   LCMC NW District IMPACT Youth Retreat 2024  

   Shoshone Mountain Retreat Wallace, ID   
     October 18th to 20th  

 

Friday, October 18th      

6:30p - 7:15p Registration                                                                                                    
7:15p – 9:30p Welcome: Worship, Message, Icebreakers and Games                                          
9:30p – 11:00p Small Group time. Lights out at 11:00pm  

 

Saturday October 19th   

7:30a – 8:30a Morning Walk (Optional)               
8:30a – 9:30a Breakfast                                                                                                       

9:30a – 10:30a Opening Worship and Message                                                                 
10:30a – 11:00a Small Group                                                                                             
11:15a – 12:15p Games/Activities                                                                                               
12:15p – 1:15p Lunch                                                                                                         

1:15p - 2:45p Service Project/Team Building                                                                              
2:45p – 3:00p Small Group Time                                                                                                 
3:00p – 5:00p Free Time (Snack available)                                                                         
5:00p – 5:15p Camp Photo                                                                                                         
5:15p – 6:15p Dinner                                                                                                              
6:30p – 7:30p Worship and Message                                                                                  
7:30p – 8:30p Open Mic and Prayers                                                                                  

8:45p – 9:45p Campfire                                                                                                      
9:45p – 11:00p Small Group time. Lights out at 11:00p                                                                 

 

Sunday October 20th  

8:15a – 9:15a Morning Walk (optional)                                           
9:15a – 10:15a Brunch                                                                                                               
10:15a – 11:15a Worship Service                                                                                               
11:15a – 11:45a Clean up cabins, pack up (Snacks available)                                               
11:45a – 12:30p Final Gathering  
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      Did you know? Karla Kaleva 
      has agreed to serve as our new 
      NW District LCMC treasurer. 
      We believe this is God’s call 
      and wish her every blessing as 
      she steps into this role!  

 

All future donations, reimbursement requests, and 
treasurer correspondence should be directed to the   
following address: 

Karla Kaleva 
LCMC – NW District Treasurer 
400 Circle Drive 
Cut Bank, MT 59427 

LCMC 24th Annual Gathering & Convention 

Sept. 29 – Oct. 2, 2024 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church – Marion Iowa 

24th Annual National Gathering             
Scholarships Available 

The Northwest District has ten (10) adult schol-
arships of $500 each, maximum $5000, available 
to help with Annual National Gathering registra-
tion costs and expenses. Requests are on a first 
come, first serve basis. To obtain a scholarship, 
please contact: Karla Kelava at:    
karlakaleva12@gmail.com or send your request 
to: 

Karla Kaleva 
400 Circle Drive 
Cut Bank, MT 59427 

I want to apologize for inadvertently neglecting to 
acknowledge and thank Alice, Elvin, and Melvin Borg 
who gave of their gifts and talents at our District        
gathering this past April in Lebanon, OR. Thank you 
to Elvin for preaching the gospel in the opening              
sermon, Melvin for his inspiring preaching of the                 
Sermon on the Mount from memory, and Alice for her 
leading the gathering with her talented piano play!      
~ Rev. Dr. Marney Fritts 

mailto:karlakaleva12@gmail.com
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Church Spotlight – New Hope Lutheran Church (NHLC) – Circle, Montana 

NHLC is a new church plant in a small agricultural town, located in central Montana.  The congregation was 
formed, after a failed church vote to leave the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America (ELCA).  With the     
support of neighboring congregations, these faithful Christians left their lifetime church home, to explore oth-
er options for worship and mission. 

NHLC gathered for the first time as a new congregation, on November 10, 2019.  They were welcomed in by 
local congregation, Salem Lutheran Church, Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), to share and      
utilize their facility worship space and resources.  Without hesitation, the leadership of the WELS                          
congregation greeted NHLC with the statement: “Here’s a set of keys, and the Communion wine is in the 
fridge downstairs. Make yourselves at home!” 

In the infancy stages of the church plant, the membership stepped up to lead worship services from within, as 
well as calling on other faithful servants in the region.  Lutheran Brethren, North American Lutheran Church 
(NALC), Christian Missionary Alliance, Assembly of God, Presbyterian and former ELCA ordained and lay              
pastors provided pulpit supply for NHLC. 

In August, 2020, NHLC voted to affiliate with NALC, solidifying their governing docs, placing members into 
leadership roles, and approving their official name, of  New Hope Lutheran Church. They conducted their first 
Annual Meeting in February, 2021, where a full council was elected,  and a constitution and an annual budget 
were ratified. 

During this season of the church plant, the congregation was receiving the majority of it’s pulpit supply, from a 
nearby businessman, and seminary student, Blayne Watts, who had gone through Pastoral Ministry                           
Certificate program at the Institute of Lutheran Theology in Brookings, SD, and was enrolled in the Master of 
Divinity (MDiv) program as well. 

In the spring of 2023, at their annual meeting, NHLC voted to also affiliate with Lutheran Congregations in  
Mission for Christ (LCMC).  With several congregations in the region associated with the LCMC, this was a  
natural fit for the congregation, furthering their networking and support in the larger church family. 

On March 12th of 2023, NHLC entered into a contract 
call with Blayne Watts, ordaining and installing him on 
the same day.  Pastor Blayne continues to be a                    
bi-vocational servant, while perusing his MDiv degree 
through ILT, and being mentored by pastors of the NALC 
and Northwest District of the LCMC.  

Pastor Blayne Watts with Pastor Paul Landeraaen 
on his ordination day 

 

NHLC has begun to flourish as a congregation, maturing the membership in their faith walk, with Catechesis 
Sundays with both adult and youth programs, vacation bible school, and several local mission programs       
supporting their neighbors and community. 

The relationship with Salem Lutheran Church has been maintained and nurtured as well, with the goal of 
someday owning the facility outright. In the meantime, the two healthy congregations, have been able to        
revitalize the sanctuary and building, offering a bright and welcoming church home to the local community. 

NHLC has taken this church plant as an opportunity to mature in their faith, while reviewing and reconciling 
church traditions, while keeping Christ and His mission the priority of the church. A new church plant, was 
something the members of NHLC never thought they were capable of, but by the will of God, here they 
stand.  A healthy, flourishing body of believers, making disciples, and glorifying the Trinity.  


