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(I May 2011, tuture

memmbers of Grace Cone
muniey Lutheran Church
left an ELOA congreg-
ten in la Gramde, One
gon. They agreed o pray,

Cstudy and research futune
Cplans. Afrer @ couple of

| mowsrhs,

W

romirrel

CMounglers” et o etabe

lish a new church under
LOMUE, A Copsrimirion
and Brlaws were wrirten

Cand approved. A hisrorie

i
i
i
I
{

b

|
E
\

varant {'Ill,_lf'{'ll Wls Tl_‘lll'l."l,l.
A zearch for & more per-
manent facilime  found 2

sl congregarion in tiny

Cowe, OR, willing ro sharne

their  facilie wich  us,
heginning i Dvvember
EVIEE

In My 2012, Grace callad,
ordained and installed its
first  pastor, Dasror  Carl
Sevlbolf. We sev ongselves
as o voxal s thoved of beliee
aned  Cealled 0 serw”,
which is our mission. We
are filling & niche o
minister w the poor, the
ol al unchurchad.
Pativrue iy ditficult, but
we see that being rewsarded
as we planr seeds.

We o have

tracitional
worship service o acconr
modare varvirg levels of

B
(203

wcljusred  rhe

Lutheran

Christian  ursderstanding.
Our members are from
varions  bacrkgraumls,
needing a gentle approach
tar our warship service
ard  education  effars.
Curing  Bible studics we
ackneowledeed rhe
Lutheran perspective,

Lur  congrepation i
healchy,  growing  and
enjoying our  fellowship
topether. We are
financially  sable  and
mmafraid e experiment
with new missions. A
communiry  Bille sy
aml  breskfast  for men

meets woekly,
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IT'S COMING ! — 2014 LCMC Northwest District Gathering

Mark you calendars now
for April 4th and April 5th,
2014.

Greeting to the LCMC
pastars and congregations
of the LCMC Northwest
Disfrict ({Alaska, Idaho,
Montana, Oregon, Wash-
ington and Canada).

It is my pleasure to invile
you to the 2014 LCMC
Northwest District

Gathering to be host-
ed by Peace  Luther-
an Church, 8134 North
Meyer Road in Post
Falls, Idaho B3854.

Non-Northwest District
members are welcome.
If you are not yet
memher of LCMC
Northwest Dsirict,
| encourage you to join
your fellow LCMCT

brothers and sisters far a
great time of worship, edu-
cabionn and fellowship.

Once again, the Owstrict is
offering a pastors and staff
leader brunch on Friday
morning (April 4th) as a time
of Blble study, renewal, and
idea exchange. This is
a great time to meet and

... epnfinued page 3
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The Principle of the Thing
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Woeitten by Pastor favmar Clark

by 2003 Nowsbipus

You used to hear people
say this a lot; apparently
that's not the case anymore.
According to the District
Court judge. it & “refreshing”
to the ears of the court,

The story goes something
fke this. It was a regular day
to do visitation at the
Spokane County jail. | pretly
much have the routine down.
Becauss I'm cheap, perhaps
Trugal sounds  better, |
usually try to find free parking
and just walk but an this
particular day all the streets
were full and so | went into
the county parking lot in
search of an unexpived,
vacated meter. | found one
with 2 minutes on it. bonus' |
grabbed the change cut of
the cup holder and carefully
added just the right configu-
ratlon of quartess, nickels and
dimes to get it to the eleven

- o'clock hour of my departure.

My math told me | had till
11:01. No problem, | would
teave the jail at 10:45 like
clackwork.

¥ | lingered, visiting with a few

folks, and was strolling
across the parking lot in full
view of my Ford Freestyle at
10:56. | was standing by my
car checking messages at
10:59. Then i saw it on the
windshield waving in the
wind. A parking ticket.
What? As i read the citation |
noted that ot was witten for
an expired meter at 11:00
am. Well thats something
because it is 11:00 am and
I'm standing here and there

ian't a narkinn lnt attandant

anywhere in sight. | knew
right there and then that |
wasn't paying it.

Mind you, it was anly 15
dollars. | ‘could” pay it, |
have the ability to do so,
but | can't bring mysedl o
do so0 because of “the
principle of the thing " |
chech the box that asked
for a court heating. | got
my date in the mail—my
day in court—so to speak,
It vas a 55 minute drive
early in the morning after
warking sli night, but
wasn't going to na-show
because the record needed
1o be set straight. | sat
there in the court feeling a
Dit sick as it brought back
same of the family court
pain and suffesing. by
internal veoice kept ques-
tianing if it veas really worth
it. Urging me to pay the 15
dollars and get out of there,
feeling like | didn't helang
hiere with the “violators” of
every kind. |listened to
thew “stories” and enly ene
rang frue fo my ears, a
man abeut my age whose
Discovery Pass violation
was dismissed because
he had the paperwoark to
prove that he had legib-
mately paid to park | the
State Park. The rest were
falling aver themselves
trying to buy e, change
the facts, negotiate and
change the charge. Most
offered what they believed
to be reasons when they
were anly excuses and lies.
It was enlightening and a bat
depressing.

The court warks with this
‘lets make a deal”
approach to justice in the
name of “truth.” For
example, you sir, were

manartht omandoe and B wdll

cause your insurance to go up
and be another strike towards
voui lesing your  license and
sowe will reduce the charge
o a non-moving viokatlen such
as failure to buckle up or no
trn signal, reduce the fee,
collect the negotiated amount
and everybody is happy.
Why? Because justice was
done? Truth was discovered?
Or perhaps something much
less monumental ook place —
we came to agreement on
what was expedient and
acceptable not necessarily
what veas right and true,

f wish that this was the excep-
tion but face i, it has bacome
the rule. Thes happening in
Disfrict Court is repeated in
MANY, Many venues across
this country. This isa't justa
lawe or court behavior, it is
quickly becoming our cultural,
societal norm. During that last
3 decades we have rapidly lost
the normative or the norming
norm that was so prevalent
and accepled that it functioned
invisibly. Now thatitis
‘virtually' gone itis a struggle
for mast to identify what has
happened, what Is migsing.
For those of us who are in our
mid o (ater yeass of life we leel
at a loss to articulate what all
has changed so much as to
make it feel as though we live
in a culture that has no
“normal”, no  absolute fruth,
no universal understanding of
right and wrong, almost bound-
ariless. We know in our hearts
and our gut that we are danc-
ing on the line of anarchy and
soon 1o cross but we are left
at aloss for words to explain

... contnued page 4
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“The Happenings

Fellow Pastors and Gongregations of the Northwest District LCMC:
Greelings from your LCMC Northwest Disirict Chair.

Welcome to our email newslelier of the LCMC Northwest District: "The
Happenings® . We have receivaed many great comments about the flow of in-
formation being provided to all church's and individual members within the
LCMC Northwest District (Moentana, Oregon, Washington, idahao, Alaska and
Canada) and to what resources are available to you at the local level.

Many benefils come with your FREE membership to the LCMC Morfhnwest
District, Not only do you have access to our website: wwav leme-nw.com, but
you can update infermabion {Advent. Lent, Easter, summer schedule) to your
congrenation web page. If your church is not already a member of the North-
west District, simply apply for membership at wwew lcme-nw.com/application-
congregational-membership! ;| wyaw leme-nw camdapplication-individual-
membership!/ www lcrme-nw.comiapplication-chapler-memberships .

oeriaed froa page |

Sarxlay Bible clsses for

IT'S COMING! 2014 LCMC Northwest District Gathering

Zortnuad fron page 1

reacquaint yourself with g0 4
: : If you need a
ather church leaders in p_lace for your RV during

N e the Gathering—there is
room behind the church
building.

Pat Woods

Chair, LCMC Northwest (DRY CAMPING ONLY)
District

Cod Shows Blessings on Grace
Commuanity Lutheran

Gogpel, We had no
permauent minister, hut

ln Case You Mised the LUMCO
2013 Northwess Disemer Gathering

alulrs sl chiklren and
12 emission projects gre
undersay,  Community
Iasketball  clinics  have
l\l."efn t'ﬂml!ls‘n'tl.

wer bitd oo hudlding of
s awn, bl lad 5 stroeg
desie tor Biblical wor-
ship and for sharing e

had  many  dedicanad
people from Oregon and
Washivgren  willing o
furnish oot pastoral
vuvads. Sl chiurches
take  heed—with  God's
lelp, esmblishitg 2 new
church cn be done
joponsly!

»

FREE—Organ

! Zion Lutheran Church - Deary
ldalio has a FREE Organ they
are giving away. "Contact
Pastor Murray Stanton at
208.877-1248 (churely) or email

stantontarmdean@gmail.com

| as soon as possible U interestsd.
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“The Happenings
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This is the only afficial newslerter for
the LCMC northwest district

|}

i

Bl Rt et

PFat Waods—Char - (Execiudive Commettash

Murray Stantor—V'ica Chair —Execttive Cemmilee)
Barbara Fagley—Secretary——(Execulive Commiliee)

Kathy Nita ~Treasurer -(Execulive Commiltee|
Danet Irgrakam
Sl Mclean
Lon Rabens
Suranre Robinsen
Maurezn (Mor) Bessey—Listrict Caordnatar

Pat Woods,
Chair LCMC Northwest District

If vou or your church would like
to have intormarion added to the
Diserice

next LCMC Northwest
"The Happenings™ please subm
[{sH

CIIC-NW. CoT/ cuntacty

The Principle of the Thing

Conhnued from paga 2

it, reasons o assign to it and no clear,
acceplable defense, We can't quite
“deal with i{" because making a deal
wasn't how we were making a deal
wasn't how we were raised. We used to
with humor remark that certain actions
would be” making a deal with the Dewvil?
But then nobody tatks that way anymore
either.

When faith lost it's ceniral pivot in our
culiure and the institutional churches
began conforming fo this world not
being transformed by the power of the
Holy Spirit, well, more was lost the just
“what ta do with your Sunday mormning.”
Going to church used o be not anly
acceptable but expected, now it is
suspect. Christians of all kinds were
assumed to be the honest, upright
people in the country now they are
suspect and even hated. The norming
voice of "do onto others as you would
have them do onto you' has faillen to the
ullimate individualistic cry of ils my life
and I'll do with it what | choose, who
are you felling me what to do or notto
do?

The sooner we come to terms with
aur reversed cultural context, the
sooner we will realize that the Weord
of God i= our only navigational tool,
our compass and our anchor_ s
eternal truth that is ahsolute, will
stand the test of ime, even these,
until we all get our day in court, s to
speak, The Word of God, and
Jesus—God's Living Word—is not
up for sale to the nghest budder, He
can'tbe bargained with or re-
formed of made to conform to the
time, this place and these standards,
or lack thereof  He isn’t going to
make you a ‘deal’ and negotiate
your charges of fees owed. He
doesn't have to, not hecause itis
‘the pranciple of the  thing” but
because He is the Principle of all
things. Period, Always has been,
always be.

So back to District court, | swore to
tell the tuth, the whote truth and
nothing but the fruth. | apologized for
what appeared to be a waste ofthe
courf's time, contesting a 315 dellar
parking ticket, | explained the situ-
afion and the facts | mentionad

alvnue Thoa oideoe ackad afvua el s
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2014 Norhwest District Gathering
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“Tor it s by grace wwr hawe beon ol
thsough faith-end thas is gor from youssehis,
it is the pile of Gad—noes by warks, e thar no
one e hoaet.” Frheaians } 259%

visitation at the jail.. | sxplained that |
go and visil people who need a pas-
tor to come and pray, read scripture
and hear thelr confession. He asked
if it was my ‘job” and | said no, | am
a paslor in the area but | do this
because Jesus reminded us of our
cail to do this for our neighbor and as
we do we visit Him prison, feed Him,
clothe Him and give Him a drink.

The judge dismssed the charges
and then he toak off his glasses,
looked me in the eye and thanked
me for my semvice noting, "What you
are doing does make a difference ”
Cne person at a ime it does. That
day it was to more than one, as the
court fell silent for 8 moment's time
as | valked out and | knew then that
the true Principal of ali things was
present and aceounted for ih a
simple witness to the fruth, A
wilhess made to “violator” of all
kinds, including me. for afi have
sinned and fallen short to the glory
of God.

Te Him be the glory.



