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Men’s Fall Retreat - Richland Lutheran (LCMC)
Stonewater Ranch  Plain, Washington
September 25— 2015

fl

We are pleased to announce our guest speaker:

Dr. Paul Spaulding, M.Div., D.Min.

Retired former Pastoral Certification Coordinator for LCMC
His topic is "Discipleship stories” from the Bible.
What happened to them, why and how it came out?
How can we bring the Good News to persons with
"stories"” such as these?

All Lutheran men in the northwest are invited to join us for
this spiritual and Biblical retreat. At a scenic and peaceful
mountain resort we can fellowship with like-minded men and enjoy
the grandeur of God's creation.

Step away from your stress for a short weekend to meditate
and prayerfully contemplate how Jesus is working in our lives to

bring the Good News to our communities.
Registration:

Name Church
Address Phone
Email

Cost: $115.00 (includes two nights lodging, five meals and priceless spiritual benefits)
Send registration and checks to RLC 901 Van Giesen Drive, Richland, WA 99354

Questions or more information contact RLC at (509) 943-3164, office@richlandlutheran.org
or Norm Gillette at (509) 378-5898 or email nig1939@msn.com.

Register online at richland-lutheran.org.
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COngregation& Pastor Joan Scheffl er
Clergy Directory - B
Update d|

Stay connected! Help us keep our reco
accurate and uWp-date. Please take a mo-

K Pastor Joan Scheffl er was
ment 10 review your congregat’ﬁ)nl_utheran Church, Franklin G

Fronrt:, Rastors Kevin Weeks, J
Craig Nelson and Warren Baker

Backr,: | Pastors Rusty Bailey,
and John Nel son

(www.lcmc.net/congregations) and your pr%-y them into Intentional I
file (www.lcmc.net/pastors). 5015 Pastor Rusty Bailey
i's a 2015 graduate the 1 nt e
Beyond t he Ri ver Academy.
Need to make changes? Locate the update, |, r ch counci | president, D
forms for congregations and clergy on the , 4 h et husband, Jerry, ha.
LCMC website, (click on Documents, thery v andchi | dr en .

Applications and Forms, then Update Con-
tact Information and select the appropriate
form). Submit the completed form(s) toth@ a st or Gary Trui tt
LCMC office.

Submitted by Pastor Wa

Questions? Contact Cathy Nichol:
cathy@LCMC.net or 734.788.7476

Beyond the River

Academy offers
Beyend |he River g newclasson I : Pastors Ingrid Aderhold,

Academy ; : Greg Worsh and Warren Baker
= Intentional Interim

N ) Ministry! Pastor Gary Truitt wa s cal
_ Church Pierce, | D, and de|
For details, contact: Il ntentional I nterim Ministr.\
Pastor Warren Baker Il ngrid Aderhold presided at

birdersland2@gmail.com is a 2015 graduate of the |
712.330.2018 Beyond the River Academy.

Submitted by Pastor \
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s the Annual Gathering Worth Attending?
More than You Can Imagine!

By: John Fauerbach
Pastor, Our Saviot’s & St. Olaf Lutheran Churches,

Chester-Ledger, Montana

D fall, our group from two Montana churches was
sitting at a table awaiting dinner. Mike Violett's

wife, Suzie, did not feel well and stayed in her room, so

we had an empty seat at our table. It was no accident!

uring the Annual Gathering in Des Moines last

I love lots of cream in my coffee so I got up to
borrow more from an unoccupied table toward the back.
Two men came walking toward me. I recognized one as
an LCMC staffer, who asked, “Do you mind if this gentle-
man sits with you?” I said, “Of course not,” and was intro-
duced to Rev. Jordan Long from the South Sudan.

I introduced Rev. Long to the others at our table,
and told him we were all from Montana. We informed
him that as of that moment he was a Montanan too. We
laughed together.

We had a great meal and conversation during
which God was at work. And God kept working. Mem-
bers of our group bumped into Rev. Long at various times
during the Gathering and talked. Some attended Rev.
Long’s breakout session. Together and separately we were
all thinking about Rev. Long, talking about Rev. Long,
talking with Rev. Long and praying for him.

We seemed to have established a connection
with Rev. Long, who expressed to us on several occasions
how much he would love to visit us in Montana. At some
point Mike Violett and I had an in-depth conversation
about what was going on between our members and Rev.
Long. In prayerful discussion we committed everything
to Jesus. We were led to believe the only reason Rev. Long
should be so heavy on Mike’s heart was that the Holy
Spirit was speaking to Mike. We asked that God guide
Mike and the rest of us in how we should respond.

We discussed how great it would be to bring Rev.
Long to speak to our church. Although we prayed about
it, we were led to believe the money to pay for a trip from
the South Sudan to Montana, even if we could raise it,
would be better spent on the needs of the people of South
Sudan than on air fares. So, we decided to leave it in God’s

10N

hands, rely on the Holy Spirit to guide us—and of course,
keep praying.

The Annual Gathering was the perfect opportu-
nity for the Holy Spirit of God to begin a work in us, and
I am sure He began a work in many others who attended.
We went expecting God would be alive and at work there.
He was! He brought Rev. Jordan to our table. He led our
conversations and our many meetings and spoke to our
hearts. When we returned home, we put Pastor Long on
our prayer list. At our quarterly meeting we voted to send
support to him. We even discussed bringing Rev. Long to
our church to speak, but again reasoned that the money
would be better spent helping the people in the refugee
camps. We put our faith in God, remained faithful, tried
to follow as the Holy Spirit led and kept praying.

In early March I got a phone call from Rev. Chris
Miller, pastor of the LCMC Church in Big Fork. That’s in
the Kalispell area of Montana deep in the Rockies, about
five hours from Chester. Rev. Long had not yet returned
to Ethiopia—he had been ministering in the Des Moines
area. He was going to speak at a gathering of churches in
Kalispell. Acting on Rev. Long’s request, they wondered
if we’d welcome a visit from Rev. Long on March 22. My
gaze shot toward heaven and a huge smile broke out on
my face as I sat back to listen as Chris described the mir-
acle that was an answer to our prayers.

Although we had no hope of ever seeing Rev.
Long again, for reasons we now know was the Holy Spirit
of God working in us, we had already discussed how we
would organize a visit should one materialize. Such was
the desire of our hearts that God send Rev. Long to us.

I immediately told Pastor Chris that not only
would we welcome a visit, Rev. Long could stay in a beau-
tiful farm home with Mike & Suzie Violett, members of
our congregation. We would meet him on the road or go
to Kalispell to pick him up, and deliver him back. We'd
feed him, and best of all that Sunday he would enjoy one
of our largest days of attendance because that Sunday was
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our special Polka service. Rev. Long would be a blessing
for us and our Polka service, something I guessed he’'d
never before experienced. Pastor Chris said he’'d get back
to me with details, then he and I prayed together before
ending our conversation.

I notified Suzie and Mike. We prayed. They con-
tacted Pastor Chris to tell him and they prayed. We exer-
cised patience and kept on praying. Four days before our
Polka service, Pastor Chris called to say Rev. Long was
coming. We praised God, changed our bulletin for that
Sunday and started spreading the word.

On Sunday morning Rev. Long got up early
for a 30+ mile drive on dirt and gravel roads and over
Tiber Dam to our sister church, St. Olaf, in the middle
of mostly unpopulated prairie. There was a traffic jam of
sorts...they had
to wait for deer
to get off the
road. Rev. Long
took pictures. At
St. Olaf’s he was
well received by a
small but enthu-
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in the middle of Montana’s isolated North Central prai-
rie? Impossible! Can’t happen, but it did. Why? It was the
power of the Holy Spirit of God working in Rev. Long, in
our two LCMC prairie churches, in the churches in Ka-
lispell, in our LCMC, and especially at our Annual Gath-
ering in Des Moines.

Our journey with Rev. Long has not ended. He
asked that two from our congregation come with him on
a missionary trip to Ethiopia. How that goes is in God’s
hands. We'll keep praying! The point is that wherever this
journey goes from here, it began at our LCMC Annual
Gathering.

Our journey of experiencing the power of God’s
Holy Spirit working in us and in those around us to bring
about the miracle of having Rev. Long visit us in Montana
so we could help the people of South Sudan began at the
Annual Gathering. I encourage you to seek God in prayer
and let Him lead you to your journey. I encourage you to
begin your journey by joining us at the Annual Gather-
ing in Frisco, Texas, this October and see what God has
in store for you!

Scenes of the conflict and over-
crowded conditions in refugee
camps in South Sudan ~ from
Rev. Long’s presentation

siastic group of

worshippers.

Rev. Long with members of St. Olaf

From there we made a 40+ mile dash across the
prairie and the dam to Our Savior’s in Chester. Our Polka
service was a great success, as was Rev. Long’s presenta-
tion. People were very moved by the suffering, political
turmoil and needs of refugees in the camps, and by Rev.
Long’s dedication to God and to the people of the South
Sudan. I believe Rev. Long was moved by our apprecia-
tion and perhaps astonished by an all Polka worship ser-
vice. We all enjoyed the fellowship, food, conversation—
and of course, Polka!

Everyone agreed it was a miracle! A pastor from
the South Sudan in Africa speaking in our two churches

Violett family with Suzie ¢ Mike Violett by Rev. Long, the Polka players
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